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Author Don M. Winn receives national recognition
through the NEW YORK CITY BIG BOOK AWARD®!

Austin, TX — The NEW YORK CITY BIG BOOK AWARD recognized Raising a Child with Dyslexia: What Every 
Parent Needs to Know by Don M. Winn as a Winner in this year’s Parenting & Family nonfiction category, and his 
picture book There’s a Monkey in My Backpack! as a Distinguished Favorite in the Children’s Motivational catego-
ry. The competition is judged by experts from different aspects of the book industry, including publishers, writers, 
editors, book cover designers and professional copywriters. Selected award Winners and Distinguished Favorites 
are based on overall excellence.

Don M. Winn’s winning book, Raising a Child with Dyslexia: What Every Parent 
Needs to Know, discusses what dyslexia is and isn’t, explains details about when and 
how parents can get their child tested for dyslexia, and offers tips for parents about 
working with school administrations to create an optimal learning environment for 
their dyslexic child. But what sets Raising a Child with Dyslexia apart is its extensive 
focus on the social and emotional complications of discovering and living with dys-
lexia. The book suggests specific tools and techniques parents can use to help their 
dyslexic child cope and thrive. The book’s focus on coping skills and compassion can 
help the parents of any child raise a healthy, balanced youngster, but it is especially 
helpful for parents hoping to assist their dyslexic child to learn to live a happy, emo-
tionally healthy life.

“ Don has done a superlative job reviewing the main concerns relevant to dyslexia. There are so many 
issues—social, behavioral, cognitive, reading, and coping, but Don tries to address all of these in a 
kind, caring fashion. Parents, special ed, and regular ed teachers need all the information they can 
get to work with and nurture a child with dyslexia. Don does a great job of covering the waterfront 
of issues that are relevant to dyslexia. An important and much-needed text.”

—Michael F. Shaughnessy, PhD, Professor of Special Education, Eastern New Mexico University

There’s a Monkey in My Backpack!, Don M. Winn’s Distinguished Favorite picture book, tells the tale of Anna, a 
third-grade student with dyslexia. In this fun book, a young girl named Anna has a monkey in her backpack that 
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only she can see. This monkey keeps getting her in trouble in school and 
makes it so difficult for her to read, write, pay attention in class, and get 
her work done that she fears she will never finish third grade. The monkey 
can represent any challenge or impediment a child might face, including 
dyslexia. At first, Anna feels alone and frustrated; she seems to be the 
only student with a problem. But as the story progresses, Anna becomes 
curious about her monkey. As she explores her challenging situation, she 
discovers that the monkey (dyslexia) who causes her so much trouble also 
endows her with certain strengths and has many helpful lessons to teach 
her. By the end of the story, Anna not only knows she will be able to finish 

third grade successfully, but she feels good about who she is and has learned to accept and embrace the monkey in 
her backpack. This book also contains helpful questions in the back to encourage parents and children to discuss 
what they’ve read together, which extends the fun and offers parents a glimpse of what the child understands from 
the material.

“ Written with a gold-tipped pen! A wonderfully fun and clever way for a dyslexic child to under-
stand why learning can be difficult.”

—A Wishing Shelf Book Review

Don M. Winn is the award-winning children’s fiction author of the Sir Kaye the Boy Knight 
series of children’s chapter books and thirteen picture books as well as the nonfiction book 
for parents and educators Raising a Child with Dyslexia: What Every Parent Needs to Know. 
As a dyslexia advocate and a dyslexic himself, he is fully committed to helping reluctant and 
struggling readers learn to love to read. Don frequently addresses parents and educators on 
how to maximize the value of shared reading time and how to help, encourage, and motivate 
dyslexic and other struggling readers. He’s published articles about dyslexia and reading in 
US News & World Report, the Costco Connection Magazine, TODAY Parenting, Fostering 
Families Today, and many others.

Once again, in 2019, the New York City Big Book Award achieved worldwide participation. Entries remained 
impressive, book submissions streamed in from Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and North America. Cities across 
the globe such as Bangkok, Cape Town, London, Los Angeles, Nagaski and New York were amongst the entries. 
Winners were recognized globally from Australia, Cambodia, Canada, England and the United States of America. 
“We are happy to highlight these books, recognize their excellence, and share their achievements.” said awards 
sponsor Gabrielle Olczak.

For more information, please visit: www.nycbigbookaward.com. 
To view the list of winners, visit https://www.nycbigbookaward.com/2019winners;

Distinguished Favorites listed here: https://www.nycbigbookaward.com/2019distinguishedfavorites.
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